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Odd Socks Day
To mark the start of Anti Bullying week we held an odd sock day here at Giffards. It’s
an opportunity for children to express themselves and celebrate their individuality
and what makes us all unique! It was great to see the children wearing odd and silly
socks and some of the girls wore some very colourful tights to help raise awareness
around anti-bullying. The theme for Anti-Bullying Week was: ‘Choose Respect’ and
we held an assembly and PSHE lessons to learn more about it. With the continued help of our Anti
Bullying Ambassadors, we can keep our playgrounds a safe and happy place to be.

Cashless School

As most people are aware we provide an online payment system which is available 24 hours a day / 7 days a week
so parents/carers can pay for dinners, trips, swimming etc securely and safely. We are giving you advance warning
that from the start of the summer term, when we return from Easter holidays, for security reasons we will be
moving to a whole school cashless payment system. From 23rd April 2019 we will be unable to take any cash for
payment of dinners, trips, swimming or music lessons however we will offer parents the chance to pay via credit
card at the counter. Children will still be able to buy water bottles and buy their tuck and lunchtime drinks with
cash. For non-uniform days we will be able to accept cash as this is passed directly onto the relevant charity. In
preparation for this if you are not using or have lost your log-in for our online payment system please do contact us
and we will issue you another.

If you have any concerns about
your child then
please pop in to
our

Inclusion Team Drop in
Every Wednesday 8:30-9:30am
enter via the KS2 office area

Who can I see?
Mrs Holdsworth can help you with any
BEHAVIOURAL concerns that you
may have
Mrs Teager can help you with any
worries concerning ADDITIONAL
NEEDS.

Book Fair
A huge thank you to the staff, governors and
children who worked so hard to make the
Book Fair such a success.
Thanks to everyone who bought books the school earned
commission of just over £891 to spend on new books for
the children.

Outside Equipment
Please can we remind parents that children must not be allowed
to play on the school outside equipment at the beginning/end of
the day. We appreciate that it is difficult for children to
understand that they should not play on the equipment however
please explain to them that it is for during the day only. We
appreciate your support with this matter, we are increasingly
concerned that an accident may happen and a child get seriously
hurt.

Uniform

As promised we have sourced another local uniform supplier.
Uniformwise are now stocking our uniform and will be happy to help if you have any queries or wish
to purchase anything.
Their address is 2 Bells Corner, Fobbing and their contact number is 01268 551888
www.uniformwise.co.uk

Isle of Wight
Christmas Concerts
KS2 - Christmas Through the Ages
Tuesday 4th December @1.45pm
Wednesday 5th December @1.45pm
Thursday 6th December @ 1.45pm
KS1 - The First Christmas
Wednesday 12th December @2pm

Just before half term 40 Y6 children set off for
the Isle of Wight for their five day residential
visit to the PGL site:
I can't believe how lucky year sixes are to be able to
go away for an entire week without any of our
family members! I had an unforgettable experience.
All the activities we did I tried but most of them I
loved anyway. I will never forget it. I would always
be willing to try giant swing, trapeze, zip wire and
abseiling again.
Ryleigh (6SW)

Thursday 13th December @9.20am
FS - The Little Nativity
Monday 10th December @2pm
Tuesday 11th December @2pm

Activity Week
The rest of the Y6 children took part in a
variety of adventures locally for a fun-packed
Activity Week:
When we got to school I felt nervous but when I
got there it was fantastic. You got to climb a
scary ladder that wobbled but you had harnesses
so if you fell then you were safe. Also in raft
building you got to learn how to make a knot and
then you got to push
people in the water!

Year 6 were so lucky to have encountered an
unforgettable time at PGL. Giant swing, catwalk and
abseiling were my favourite and I would be willing
to do them again as I loved them so much. I am
grateful to all the staff who provided this one in a
life time experience. Ben (6CW)
Year 6 have enjoyed their time at PGL and I would
love to go back. It was an unforgettable experience.
I tried all the activities even if I had a little shiver. I
will never forget how lucky I've been to go to Little
Canada. All activities had some thrills and chills.
Thank you PGL. Lily (6CW)
During our trip to PGL, we made many
unforgettable memories. We abseiled, zip wired,
rock climbed and spent the best time with our
friends. I learned many new skills and was encouraged to complete activities I was nervous to do! It
was great - I wish I could go again! Penny (6CW)

School Equipment
As part of their learning responsibility children
need to remember to bring to school their
homework and any sports kit for clubs, the
office is extremely busy and will
be unable to call home for these
items to be brought in.
If you do need to bring
something up for your child
please be aware that we will try and get it to
them, however, we cannot guarantee that this
will happen.

Bikes
Please can we remind you that if
you child rides their bike to school
they MUST wear a safety helmet.
It is dangerous to ride a bike without one, your
child could receive a serious head injury if they fell
off and banged their head if they were not
wearing a helmet.

Contact Details
Please can you ensure that the office are notified
of any changes in your contact details. It is
vitally important that we have up to date
contact details in case we need to contact you
during the school day.

Sickness
As a reminder, any pupil that is
off with sickness or diarrhoea
should be kept away from school for 48 hrs
from the last episode. This is to prevent the
rapid spread of sickness around the school.
If your child is absent from school due to
illness, please can you ensure you notify the
school before 9am if possible. Messages can
be left on our answerphone 24 hrs a day.
If your child is absent for more than 5 days
then you will need to provide medical evidence
in order for the absence to be authorised.
Evidence can be in the form of a doctor’s
appointment card or you can bring in a
prescription box/bottle for us to take a
photocopy of.
We thank you for your cooperation in this
matter.

Lateness
We have had a high number of children
arriving late for school recently.

The Astrodome
The astrodome was cool and enjoyable. It was an excellent experience . We got to see what it would be
like if we lived on another planet.
The guy who taught us was very nice and answered
most of our questions. It wasn't too cold or too hot.
Twenty of us went in at once so it wasn't cramped.
By Daniel 5DR

As a reminder, children need to be in class by
8:55am ready to register and start lessons. The
warning bell goes at 8:50am by which time the
children should be in the school gates and on
their way to class.
Arriving to school late is disruptive to your
child and also the class and teacher. It can also
have a detrimental effect on your child’s
progress as they find it hard to settle and will
inevitably miss vital introductions to lessons.

Nut Allergy
We as a school have a no nut
policy as several of our children suffer from
this condition. Please ensure your child does
not bring in any foods/drinks that may contain
nuts or nut traces.

Attendance

Diary Dates

Here is a breakdown of the school’s

4EC—97.21%
attendance so far this year
2CC— 97.17%
RTT— 97.11%
Absent
4LR—96.70%
3.75%
5EC—96.58%
96.25%
RJV—96.54%
1VP—96.34%
3KM—96.10%
3CB—95.99%
5DR—95.96%

This equates to 96.25% attendance
for the whole school, which is just
above the Thurrock target as well as
the new school target of 96%.

2BW—95.74%
6CW—95.71%

Congratulations to 4EC for
being the best attendees this
year so far. Keep up the
good work!

1KMc—95.66%
6SW—94.50%
3AS—95.41%
Green = classes above target

Red = classes below target

Useful Contact Numbers
Please contact outside clubs directly on the following numbers:

Youth Creation

07788 278280 (Jodie)

All Years

07974 008293 (Shannon)
Yoga for Kids

07811 152513 (Valeria) All Years

Phoenix Karate

01268 681927

Evans Dance

All Years

07393 395161 (Miss Evans) FS/Yrs1,2& 3

School Uniform:
Tescos https://www.tesco.com/direct/ues
Make sure when checking for Giffards
you enter the Local Authority as
Thurrock and not Essex.

29th Nov—5EC to library
3rd Dec—PSA Xmas Wrap
4th Dec—1.45pm—KS2 Xmas performance
5th Dec—1.45pm—KS2 Xmas performance
6th Dec—1.45pm—KS2 Xmas performance
7th Dec—FS and KS1 Christmas dinner
10th Dec—2pm—FS Xmas performance
11th Dec—2pm—FS Xmas performance
12th Dec—2pm—KS1 Xmas performance
12th Dec—KS2 PSA Xmas discos
13th Dec—9.20am—KS1 Xmas performance
13th Dec—KS2 Christmas dinner
13th Dec—KS1 and FS Xmas parties
13th Dec—FS and KS1 PSA Xmas discos
14th Dec—Xmas Jumper Day
17th Dec—Yr 3 & 4 Xmas parties
18th Dec—Yr 5 & 6 Xmas parties
19th Dec—Break up for Xmas
3rd Jan 2019—INSET Day
4th Jan 2019—INSET Day
7th Jan—Children back to school
18th Jan—Yr 3 Home Safety session from
Essex Fire & Rescue
18th Jan—Yr 6 Cybersafety session from
Essex Fire & Rescue
15th Feb—Break up for half term
25th Feb—children return to school
27th Feb—Yr 1 to Museum of Childhood
5th Mar—Yr 5 Walk Online Roadshow
7th Mar—Yr 6 We’ll Meet Again

Year 6 SATs 2019

13th-16th May 2019Please
do help by ensuring your child is not taken
out of school in the run up to the SATS

Uniformwise 01268 551888
www.uniformwise.co.uk

Lateness and Dinners
If your child is going to be late for school for any reason
and you wish them to have a school dinner then could
you please ensure that the main office is notified of the
reason for your child’s lateness and their dinner choice by
no later than 9.30am. This is because the school kitchen
only cook the correct amount of dinners that have been
ordered.

Twitter
Giffards has a Twitter account.
If you wish to follow us our
username is ‘GiffardsPrimary’

