Welcome Pack for
EYFS Parents
Giffards Primary School is a good school
with Outstanding Early Years provision”.
Ofsted March 2017
“

Welcome

I am Mrs Haslam-Davis,
the Headteacher of
Giffards Primary School

I would like to take this
opportunity to welcome you and
your family to Giffards Primary
During this time of closure, we
have been unable to offer our toy
library induction so have put
together this welcome pack to
help you and your child find out
more about the school and what
exciting things lay ahead at
Giffards
This welcome pack contains
general information about the
organisation and general
procedures in EYFS. If there is
anything you are unsure about,
please do not hesitate to ask.

Class teachers

Mrs Timothy
Mrs Vickers RJV
EYFS leader

Additional
support across
both classes

Mrs Lawrence RJL

Once classes have been arranged, we will let you know who your child’s class teacher is.
Classes are arranged to ensure a balanced mix of ages, gender and need. We try to ensure
all children know someone, please do discuss with the teachers at your ‘meet and greet’
meetings who your child is friendly with.

EYFS – the principles we follow
• Young children learn best through play and in the
Foundation Stage the pupils follow a practical
based curriculum that supports them in achieving
the ‘Desirable Learning Outcomes’.
The Early years is Outstanding, children make rapid progress. The
quality of teaching in early years is outstanding.
‘The Early years environment is vibrant and exciting, both inside
and outside. Staff plan excellent opportunities for children’s
development across all the areas of learning’ Ofsted March 2017

EYFS Curriculum
Prime Areas of learning
• These areas are key to children’s development
and are considered time limited. If not
securely in place by the end of Foundation
they will be more difficult to acquire and their
absence may hold a child back in other areas
of learning.
• The prime areas are…

3 Prime Areas
these are at the core of what we do

Prime Area of Communication and
Language

• Listening and attention
• Understanding
• Speaking

These are the building blocks of language
We put a huge emphasis on the Importance of VOCABULARY

Communication and language underpins all aspects of the Foundation
Stage Curriculum. We encourage the children to develop their speaking
and listening skills through storytelling,
role play using puppets and imaginative
play inside and outside. A focus on reading,
discussing and sharing a wide a variety of
stories develops their understanding and
speaking. It is crucial that children learn to
express themselves fluently in full sentences
and have a wide vocabulary.

Prime Area of PSHE (Personal, Social and
Emotional Development)
•Self – confidence and self-awareness
•Managing feelings and behaviour
•Making relationships

• It is important that children learn to manage their feelings and can express
themselves verbally. Much of our learning in Foundation Stage is fun, hands
on and play based, through this children develop the confidence to take part
in child-initiated and teacher led tasks. They learn to play and communicate
with other and build good relationships. We teach children good social skills
and support children in taking turns, sharing and expressing needs and
feelings in an appropriate manner. We encourage children to be independent
in school, so please encourage your child to dress and undress independently
and put on their coat, hat, gloves and shoes for themselves at home.

Prime Area of Physical Development
•Moving and handling
•Health and self – care
We will be introducing basic skill games and dance.
The children will be developing gross motor skills
jumping, kicking, hopping etc) during PE sessions.

(running,

Many activities in class develop fine motor skills such
as cutting, colouring, painting and threading. Good
motor skills (fine and gross) are essential to build
muscle control which is essential for good handwriting.

A PE kit is needed in school at all times. These get sent home every half term to be
washed. We would also ask you to check that all items of clothing, including PE kit,
are named and that plimsolls fit correctly. Please could you ensure that your child
does not wear jewellery especially earrings and that long hair is tied back in order to
comply with health and safety guidelines.

The curriculum also covers
4 Specific Areas
Specific
areas of
learning
These will
be taught
alongside
the Prime
areas.

Literacy
• Reading
The children will have a planned approach to learning letters
and sounds. They will have a daily 30 min session
based on Monster Phonics which consists of learning a new
sound and practicing those already learnt. This will provide the
children with the skills they need to read and write. Children bring
home a bedtime story book weekly to share with an adult and will
start to bring home a book from our structured reading scheme for them to read.
We use talk for writing and children learn and retell popular stories
It is important that your child reads every day.
A reading and phonics meeting will be arranged for the new term,
from the Government about
opening guidance

once we know more

• Writing
The children will be encouraged to write
independently throughout their day which
will be linked to a variety of
activities, such as writing a letter to one
of your royal subjects whilst dressed as
a King! Children rewrite stories they have learnt and change
and adapt them independently

to

Mathematical development
• Numbers
• Shape and space
The first term we will be concentrating on
number recognition, patterns and 2D shapes.
The children will have a daily mathematics session and have the opportunity to access an
aspect of mathematics throughout the day.
Maths teaching follows a concrete - pictorial - abstract approach, ensuring the children

develop strong foundations and deep understanding of mathematics.

It is important that your child learns
to
write numbers to 10 correctly.

Understanding the world
• People and communication
• The world
• Technology

Children use ICT in
class, this includes
robot toys, I pads,
computers,
interactive
whiteboards

A lot of our learning is taught
through exploring the world
around us. We encourage
children to investigate places,
objects, materials and living
things using all of their senses as
appropriate.
We celebrate many occasions in
school: Birthdays, Harvest,
Christmas, Chinese New Year etc.
Children in the Foundation Stage
attend celebration assembly
once a week where two children
from each class are rewarded
with a celebration certificate.

Expressive Arts and Design
• Exploring Media and Materials
• Being Imaginative
We
get
messy
but
learn
at the
same
time!

We will build upon cutting, sticking,
drawing and painting skills. The
children will have opportunities to
explore colour mixing, collage and a
variety of different media. They can
access a variety of creative activities
throughout the day as well as a
directed creative task once a week.
This area of the curriculum covers
art, music, movement and dance

How we learn
• Each of these areas will be implemented through
planned, purposeful play and through a mix of
adult led and child-initiated activity.
• Your child will be assessed in these areas, based
on their individual development and needs. We
will also share their achievements with you
through 2Simple – An online learning system that
records all of their memories and achievements
over the year! You can contribute too.

A typical day
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

8.45 - Arrive at school
8.45-9.00 - get ourselves organised – change books, check water bottles,
choose dinner, do the register and activate ( an in class exercise programme)
9.00- 9.30 - daily literacy input ( whole class)
9.30-10.15 – activities – a mix of adult led learning ( linked to Literacy) adult
initiated tasks and continuous provision/play
10.15-10.30 - snack time. Assembly is introduced slowly as the year progresses
10.30-11.00 - daily phonics input ( whole class)
11.00-11.30 - activities – a mix of adult led learning /adult initiated tasks and
continuous provision/play
11.30-12.00 – Handwriting/fine motor skills ( whole class)
12.00-1.00 – Lunch and play
1.00-1.30 – whole class input - Maths based
1.30-2.30 - a mix of adult led learning ( linked to individual areas of need)
adult initiated tasks and continuous provision/play
2.30 – 3.00 - chatter time ( with key person) /Story time/tidy
up/reading/guided reading
3.00 - Home time

Learning and Development
learning is assessed against these milestone markers

Assessing progress
• We use 2Simple – an Ipad app that allows us to record children's
achievements.
• We can take a photo with the device's camera and Write a virtual
post it note with a comment on what has been achieved and how.
• Select the children who are being observed.
• Tag the observation with the learning objective.
• Share these with parents via parent share.
• Allows parents to contribute to assessments.
• Records achievements and identifies gaps.
• All staff can contribute
• We will run an Information and Training session for Parents in the
new term– with opportunities for you to have a go and try out back
in class with your child. Please look out for the date in the new term

Important information
• Coats - The children go outside every day. As we approach winter
could we remind you to send in outdoor clothing every day such as
a waterproof coat, gloves, scarf and a hat. Please ensure that all
your child’s belongings are clearly labelled with your child’s full
name. It would be very helpful if your child had a spare set of
clothes, including underwear, in their PE bags in case of any
accidents.
• Homework / Activity Pack - Your child may come home requesting
certain information relevant to our topic and we would appreciate
your cooperation with this. Reading is your child’s main activity
each day. We ask you to sign the reading record booklet when you
have read with your child including the book title (even if they are
reading their own books!). They will also receive an activity pack
which will contain a mathematics or literacy activity each week
that you can complete with your child

PE Kits - We would like to remind parents that a PE kit is needed
in school at all times. These get sent home every half term to be
washed. We would also ask you to check that all items of
clothing, including PE kit, are named and that plimsolls fit
correctly. Please could you ensure that your child does not wear
jewellery especially earrings and that long hair is tied back in
order to comply with health and safety guidelines.
Passwords/collection of pupils - A password system is used –
please ensure you have completed the paperwork and given it to
the office. Children are collected from their classroom. Please
ring the office if you are held up and may be late.
Arrival at school – school starts promptly at 8.55am, the gates
open at 8.45am. Please ensure your child arrives on time for
school, with all they need, book bag, coat, water bottle. Late
arrival leads to missed learning time. All late arrivals will need to
go to the main admin office in KS2

• Breakfast Club-Giffards - Early Birds Breakfast Club is available for all children
every morning:- Pupils in Foundation stage are welcome once they start
school full time. You will be informed of start dates once we know more about
the Government guidance for the full reopening of schools. Please let the
office know if you intend for your child to start breakfast club so we are aware
of numbers. There is a £2.50 charge
• Free School Meals for KS1- your child will have an automatic qualification to
receive a free school meal (FSM). Whilst dinners will be provided free of
charge for all KS1 children, it is vital for us that we have the relevant
information that may entitle your children to a Free School Meal. Please
complete the form in your pack if you are on benefits or think you may be
qualify.
• Attendance – In line with Government directives, holidays are not permitted
during term time. Good attendance is essential for good learning and
progress. Targets are set at above 95%. Taking your child out of school during
term time is detrimental to your child’s educational progress. A pupil who
takes 10 days absence a year will actually be spending more time at home
than at school in that year and will only attain 94.7% attendance. 10 days
absence means a child misses 50 hours of education.

Snack - Foundation Stage children will be having a snack in the morning which may
be linked to their learning such as food from the Hungry Caterpillar Book, for which
there is a half termly charge of £6.50. They have the option of choosing between
milk (this is free for children under the age of 5 years old) or water with their
morning snack. Fruit is freely available during snack time. Please see additional
letter
Water Bottles Every child needs a water bottle in class every day. These should go
home at night to be washed and re-filled and then brought back in the following
morning. They can be re-filled during the school day as necessary from the water
dispensers with fresh plain water.
Key Person – will start in Autumn 2 – a letter will be sent home
On-Line Payment System - Every parent has access to the on-line payment systemlogs in detail will be sent once chn are registered in September. We are a cashless
school; it is quick, easy and secure. The office does not accept cash payments, if
you are not able to pay on-line you can make a card payment in the office or over
the phone.

Preparing for school
Top tips that make a difference
 Develop good speaking and Listening skills - The most important thing you can do to help
your child is to support them to be effective communicators. Model good speaking and
listening skills and encourage the same from them! Children need to talk in full sentences
and develop a wide vocabulary. Discuss words/learn new words
 Develop a love of reading - Read to your child as often as you can and talk about what you
have read to develop a love of books and reading. There will be a Reading meeting for
Parents in the first term

 Encourage fine motor skills and writing - Let your child see you writing for a purpose.
Encourage them to write alongside you too. Ask them to tell you what it says so their
marks carry meaning. When drawing encourage them to talk about their work. Let
children colour, paint, cut out, make patterns.
 Develop gross motor skills - Encourage large scale movements to develop their upper
body which will then support a confident pencil grip later. Develop these muscles lifting
and carry, pushing and pulling and climbing. Encourage children to be active learners!
 Develop number skills - Point out numbers of personal significance, such as house
numbers, numbers on birthday cards etc. to develop numeral recognition. Count objects
at home, when shopping, learn number rhymes. Count up to 10 and recognise those
numbers.

Encourage curiosity - Talk about what you see in the environment. Talk about
what pictures in books are showing. Look for examples of shapes in the
environment and model their names. Encourage to children to ask questions.
Learn to share and cooperate - Talk about getting along and playing with
others, about sharing and sometimes having to wait!
Encourage independence - when dressing and undressing. Let them try for
themselves first! Children need to be able to go to the toilet independently and
flush after use!
Use a knife and fork and have good table manners.

Be responsible –To tidy up and be responsible for possessions. Be able to tidy
up and put toys away when asked. To behave.
Sit quietly and concentrate– listen for a period of time and follow a series of
instructions.

First day of term
• We are still unsure of what the Government guidance will
be for schools in September. Once we do know of the
implications for school we will let you know of our plans.
• At this stage we are hopeful we can open as near to normal
as possible.
• We will ensure there is some form of staggered induction
to ensure pupils settle well into school, this will include
some part time days to ease the children into going to
school and being away from you.
• If we still need to observe social distancing rules, It may
mean a rota system so we have less children in each day.
• We will let you know as soon as we have made plans.
Many thanks
From everyone at Giffards

